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SIR, 

S ince I had the Honour of receiving your laft, there 

_ came to my hands feveral Curious Shells from you, 

with a piece of Englifh Agate, and the Tranfaftions of 
the Royal Society for the Month of June laff, for which 
Favours I return my Humble Thanks. As to the Cockles 
of the Cafpian Sea, and from the Mouth of Wolga, I have 
Advice from Mofcou, that they are expected there this 
Winter : Meanwhile I herewith fend you fome Snail- 
Shells, taken cut of the River Jaute, not far from the 
City of Mcfcou. Our Apothecaries make ufe cf them 
powdered, and probably for the iatfie purpofe as Crals- 
Eyes. There are fome others likewife which are found 
in the Rivers of Mofcou and Neglina, and in the Wolga , 
Since you have been pleafed to communicate to me ari 
Ihfcription found at Perfepolis , I thought it would be 
acceptable to fend you the Draughts of part of the 
Ruins of the Stone-work of that Proud Palace, given 
me by the Perfon himfelf that drew them upon the 
place. I fhould be much fatisfied had I any thing worthy 
of your Curiofity and the Publick, which you fo often 
Oblige with your Difcoveries, which juflly merit mine 
and the Thanks of ail that efteem them as much as my 
(elf, who am the Gherilher of your Friendlhip, andde- 
firous to lhew that I am, 

SIR , 

Tour mosf Humhle and Qhedienf Servant, 


Jnjfierdani y 
JW ' i ' 1694? 


N. Widen. 


II. Dr.GwiilSer’s Difcourfe of Phyfiogoomy. Communica¬ 
ted ly Mr. Owen Lloyd, Secretary of the Philofophical 
Society at Dublin. 

I Ndex antmi vultus, is a faying frequent in the Mouth of 
every Pedant, and every Fortune-telling Charletain pre¬ 
tends to read a Man’s Face* as the Afirologer does Heaven’s. 
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All thift fort have looked upon the Doctrine of Vhyfiognomy 
as a great truth handed down by Infallible Antiquity, fo never 
troubled themfc'ves to devils any Hypothefis but what was more 
ridiculous than Judicial Afirology its Pa rent/) r Rofy crucian lore; 
or toaflign any Intelligible Natural Caufes, for a Foundation 
of fuch an ufeiu! Knowledge, as.might in foms meafure Sup¬ 
ply the defeCt of the fb much wifil’d Window of the Philo- 
fophcr, in Man’s Bread. This made mod Men reject it as a 
Folly, and oppofe one old faying by another, never making 
an eftimate of a Man’s Parts, or Temper on fight, unlefs the 
Fool, or Gallows were very, legible. But upon ft rid Enquiry 
I find reafbn to conclude that a fober Naturalift may find 
much truth in that Art, which may be ufeful, and well Solve 
all its fhanomena intelligibly, which has not been done by 
any one that I know; and if any of this learned Company 
have met with any, I defire they may here put a flop to this 
Difcourfe, that 1 may hot offend by infipid Repetition. 

Soft Wax cannot receive more numerous and various Im- 
preffions, than are imprinted on Man’s Face by Objects mo¬ 
ving his Affections, and not only the Objects themfelves have 
this Power, but alfo the very Images, or Ideas : that is to fay, 
any thing that puts the Animal Spirits into the fame motion 
that the ObjeCi prefent did, will have the fame Effect with 
the ObjeCt; to prove the firft, let oneobferve a Man’s Face 
looking on a Pitiful ObjeCt, then a Ridiculous, then a Strange, 
then on a Terrible 01 Dangerous ObjeCt, and fo forth ; lor 
the Second, that Ideas have the fame EffeCt with Objects real, 
Dreams confirm too often ; and Virgil can in a little time 
make one Face reprefent Shame, Fear, Love, Anger, Sor¬ 
row,, &c. 

The manner I conceive to be thus,the Animal Spirits moved 
in the Senfory by anObjeCt,continue their motion to the Brain, 
whence the motion is propagated to this or that particular 
part of the Body as is moft fuitable to the defign of its Crea¬ 
tion, having firft made an alteration in the Face by its Nerves, 
efpec;ally the Patheuck } 3.n<\Oculorum wzorwii,actuating its many 
Mufcfes, as the Dial-plate to that ftupendious piece of Clock¬ 
work, which thews what is to be expected next from the 
ftriking part: Not that I think the motion of the Spirits in 
the Senfory continued by the impreffion of the ObjeCt, all 
the way, as from a Finger to the Foot; I know it too weak, 

though 
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though the tenfenefs of the Nerves favour it: but I conceive 
it done in the Medulla ©f the Brain, where is the common 
ftcck of Spirits; as in an Organ, whole Pipes being unco¬ 
vered, the Air rulhes into them, but the Keys let go, are 
ftopt again: Now if by repeated A&s or frequent entertain¬ 
ing of the Idea's of a favourite Paffion or Vice, which Na¬ 
tural Temperament has hurry’d one to, or Cuftom dragg’d, 
the Face is Co often put into that pofture which attends luch 
A&s, that the Animal Spirits find fitch patent pafifages into 
its Nerves, that it is fometimes unalterably fet, (as the Indian 
Religious are, by long continuing in Arrange Poftures in their 
Pagods,) but moft commonly fitch a Habit is contracted, that 
it falls' inlenfibly into that Pofture, when forrte prefent Ob¬ 
ject does not obliterate that more Natural Impreffion by a 
new, or diffimulation hide it: Hence it is that we fee great 
Drinkers with Eyes generally let towards the Nofe, the ad¬ 
ducent Mufcles being often employed to let them lee their 
loved Liquor in the Glals, in the time of drinking; which 
were therefore called Bibitory ; Lalcivious Perlons are Re¬ 
markable for the Oculorum ntebilis petulant ia,' as Petroniiu calls 
it. From this alio we may folve the Quakers expecting Face 
waiting the pretended Spirit, and the Melancholy Face of the 
Sellarses, the Studious Face of Men of great Application of 
Mind, Revengeful and Bloody Men like Executioners in the 
ACt j and though Silence in a fort may a while pals for Wif- 
dom, yet looner or later Sir Martin peeps through the Dil- 
guife to undo all. A changeable Face I have obferved to ihew 
a changeable Mind. But I would by no means have what 
has been laid underlined as without exception, for I doubt 
not but fometimes there are found Men with great arid vtSf- 
tuous Souls under unpromifing outfides, as if Nattihe defigned 
to (hew, what Seneca laid of his PriendClaranut, Ut approbet 
'virtuttm emni loco nafei. And a* little after, Cldrarim tnibi.vi- 
detwr in exemplum edit us, at feire pojfimus non deformitdte corporis 
ftxdari animum, fed pufebritstdint aftilni corpsiS omari. 
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